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A. Context
Within the framework of the follow-up of UNESCO's Round Table on "Social Sustainability of Historical Districts" held at the WUF II on 13 September 2004, the MOST project on "Participation and Socially Sustainable Urban Development" and the Urban Development Section's publication From Istanbul 1996 to Venice 2002 : Socially Sustainable Revitalization of Historical Districts (N° 55 of the collection, "Human settlements and socio-cultural environment), it is proposed to launch international comparative research on innovative urban public policies on social sustainability in historical districts. In particular, with regard to the selection and management of urban revitalization projects, the following questions could provide a departing point for such research: how can mayors better insure social and spatial cohesion and mitigate gentrification and tourism development and activities in historical districts? How can mayors prevent the acceleration of gentrification processes at the occasion of grand events in their cities (like Olympic Games, Universal Exhibitions or the city's nomination to the World Heritage List)? 

As stated by all participants in Barcelona's Round Table, gentrification, though born in Western Cities, is now invading all major urban centres worldwide- in particular in cities that are hosting Olympic Games (Beijing) or in cities where tourism plays an important role in the daily lifestyle of the inhabitants.

Examples of forced evictions were presented during the Round Table in Barcelona; however, several positive perspectives were also offered by participants hailing from Spanish cities, such as Malaga or Santiago de Compostella (UN-Habitat Urban Realities Dialogue of 15/09/2004).

B. Objectives of UNESCO's Project
· To promote, enhance and disseminate innovative urban public policies inclusive of social and spatial cohesion in historical districts and democratic urban management combined with economic development; 

· To assist mayors and urban professionals in better selecting and managing urban revitalization projects. 

C. Expected Results
1. Creation of an international interdisciplinary network of researchers who are associated with municipalities and/or international inhabitants NGOs (i.e. COHRE) in an effort to identify innovative study cases, bad practices and lessons learned for the selection of indicators and parameters of social inclusiveness and democratic urban management in urban revitalization projects. Two networks are launched, one for Central Europe with Dr. Eneydi at Budapest University (Hungary), and one for North America with professor Greg Andonian at Carleton University, Ottawa (Canada). 

2. Launching of an international competition for students in architecture and town planning, in cooperation with the "Cities Celebration" project of UIA and ISoCaRP, which calls for focused proposals for urban revitalization projects and democratic urban development within the applicant's city. (Specifications are outlined by UIA commissions for international competitions) 

3. Creation of a UNESCO Chair with Carleton University (Ottawa, Canada) so as to build a network of research experiences, teacher and student training and the promotion of capacity building in municipalities' technical services, along with international urban NGOs like ISoCaRP, IFLA and UIA. (Universities and researchers to be identified and entrusted with the coordination of research at regional level: North and Latin America, Eastern and Western Europe, Eastern Asia, Phase I). 

4. With the support of UN-HABITAT, creation of a "Best Practices" website on identified urban revitalization projects with NGOs like UCLG, COHRE or HIC, where innovative urban policies have been created to enhance social cohesion and spatial integration in historical districts. 

5. Elaboration of an orientation guide for mayors with indicators and parameters of social sustainability in historical districts in view of better selecting and managing urban revitalization projects in their cities. 

D. Methodology
1. Coordination at UNESCO HQ, Social and Human Sciences sector, in cooperation with universities and research centres, UNESCO regional representatives, NGOs and UN-HABITAT 

2. Cooperation with UNESCO's regional offices for study cases.

· a. Beijing/Seoul 

· b. Mexico (Quito/Lima/Xochimlico) 

· c. Islamabad/Lahore 

3. Cooperation with UN-HABITAT for the creation of a "Best Practices" website on socially sustainable revitalization projects in historical districts. 

4. Cooperation with the World Heritage Centre of UNESCO, UN-HABITAT and UCLG to sponsor an evaluation meeting as well as a training session of mayors with IFLA/ISoCaRP and UIA during the WUF III in Vancouver 19-23 June 2006. 

E. Provisional Calendar
	April 2005:
	Create the "Best Practices" website

	May 2005:
	Launch the international student competition

	June 2005:
	Publish the Round Table proceedings from Barcelona

	October 2005:
	Present the first draft of the orientation guide for mayors to UNESCO's National Commission, Permanent Delegations.

	September 2005:
	Meeting with Central Europe network in Budapest

	February 2006:
	Working group meeting in Ottawa to revise the orientation guide and organise the first training workshop for Mayors during the WUF III-Vancouver 2006 with UNESCO Canadian National Commission.

	July 2006:
	Creation of a UNESCO's Chair at Carleton University on "social sustainability in Historical Districts".

	19/23 rd June 2006:
	Presentation of the orientation guide and Mayors workshop on Urban Public Policies inclusive of social perspectives in Historical Districts.


F. Budget
· Contributions from some Municipalities 

· UNESCO's regular budget 

· Extra budgetary funding 

