Report on the activities of Balassa Balint Secondary Vocational and Vocational Training School of Economics 
in connection with the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network 
in the academic year 2013/14  


Sustainable development

The school pays special attention to the issue of sustainable development which is closely related to the environmental education through the whole school year.

The students took part in the environment-arrangement works and shrub planting within the framework of the Community Action Service under the supervision of teachers in every school year (so in this year also). Thus in this year they also touched up the parking place in the front of school, the stairs in the front of Basilica, and the foreground in front of the ex-Balassa Balint Primary School.

During the gift-giving occasions, we also deal with the issue of sustainability. 
On the first hand, during the Schoolday, students get to know about the methods of making self-made presents from natural materials, or even from waste materials.

On the another hand, in Christmas time gift-giving period, students donate their used, but still usable goods for the socially disadvantaged habitants of the city.


The school has made further steps for protecting the environment. 


We made an indoor parking place for bicycles, collect the waste material separately, especially the batteries.


The particularly environment polluting PET bottles are handled even more carefully. In the classrooms, students place the empty bottles into a dedicated box, which is collected by the cleaners or doormen into a container. When the container is filled, we arrange its transportation as well.


Handling of IT wastage is also solved. Teachers bring their broken computer parts into the school, from which we re-use the working components for the machines used in the school. Of course, in the case, when the computer is economically worth to be repaired, we also do it. In the teachers’ room, the computers were bought in 2000-2006, and due to this continuous development, teachers can do their everyday tasks without any problems (browsing, e-mailing, book ordering, making statistics, printing etc.).

One of the main profiles of the school is catering. During the practical training we also keep our eyes on the criteria of sustainable development. We use minimal packaging for the raw materials, and if possible we buy them from local producers. The waste food and waste of cleaning (peeling etc.) are forwarded to a local stockman. Used oil and fat is also sent to be recycled. Thus, almost only communal waste is generated during roasting and cooking. Meanwhile we use only environment certificated goods for washing and cleaning.


Intercultural education

The school in this academic year also took part in the wreath-laying ceremony of the Petofi-statue in Bratislava on March 15. In this year, the partner school was Jozsef Attila Primary and Nursery School from Vasaroskut. Beside the ceremony, our students met the representatives of the partner school, get acquainted with its life and traditions. They also visited the sights of Bratislava, made historic walk in the Castle, Saint Michael dome etc. Accompanying teachers: Dr. Patrik David and Csaba Berenyi.


The Carpathian Basin Outdoor Cooking Contest was held in April, where the school took part with two teams each consisting of four members. Our partnerschool, the Slovakian Private School of Batorkeszi also participated in the friendly competition. The intercultural education was realized through the gastroculture. Students learned about the Pilis, Transylvanian, Slovakian and Swabian foods, and through the related folk traditions as well. Accompanying and professional trainers: Laszlo Bencze and Attila Varvolgyi.


 Human rights, democracy, and tolerance

Together with the school, Esztergom Police Department with the participation of Ms. Neveri Peter Edvard police lieutenant has involved into the Crime Prevention Advisory programme in the 2013/2014 academic year. Across the country, about 100 people were trained, one consultant of them is working in our school. The purpose of the programme is to give help young people with the right way of socialization, as well as to reduce the chance of being possible victim or become a penetrator of a crime. Methods include the frontal lectures as well as individual dissensions. Among young people, peer educators were also trained. Their effectiveness lays on potential, that they find the common language better with a same age person than an official one. They are trained with minimum 1-1,5 hours sessions at least twice in a week in groups and also with communication exercises and written materials.
The topics covered beside the human rights are tolerance, drug prevention, socialization and family violence etc. Lectures are very different and affect all age groups, so the 9-12. classes all involved.
A great opportunity, that after the advisory presentations, with the already processed material, they do not remain alone, as they can ask the peer helpers trained from their age group anytime.
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